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Recommendation(s)  (a)  To note additional representatives appointed to the committee and 

the steps being taken to secure user representation.  
 
(b)  To seek Health Board approval to a change in the Standing Orders 

of the Committee to allow the Committee to co-opt into membership 
or grant observer status to such number of additional persons 
representing voluntary organisations whose objectives relate to the 
activities of the Partnership as the Committee may determine.     

  
Summary/ 
Background 

At the inaugural meeting of the committee, there was discussion about 
the provision within the constitution for a representative of the voluntary 
sector.   The importance of involving service users and carer 
representatives within the work of the committee was also discussed.  
Steps taken to move towards this are described below.  In addition, there 
have recently been appointed three new Heads of Mental Health (or 
equivalent) who will in future be invited to attend the committee.   

  
Background/Policy/ 
Legislative Context 
 

The Standing Orders of the committee, as approve by the Health Board, 
govern the membership and attendance at the committee.  The current 
Standing Orders provide for one representative of a voluntary 
organisation whose activities relate to the objectives of the MHP.  The 
approval of the Health Board, with the consent of the partner Councils is 
required to variations to the Standing Orders.   Formal approval to vary 
the Standing Orders will be sought from the Health Board to allow the 
committee to co-opt into membership a number of additional persons 
representing voluntary organisations whose objectives relate to the 
activities of the Partnership.   

  
Financial Implications  None 
  
Human Resources 
Implications  

None 

  
Public Confidential Contains Personal Data – DPA applies FoI Status  (delete 

those that do not 
apply)   Exemption from disclosure may apply under FoI Section   

 
Date Report Prepared 20th February 2008  
 
Heads of Mental Health  
 
1. Since the inaugural meeting of the Committee:- 

 
David McCrae has been appointed as Head of Mental Health of West Glasgow CHCP and will 
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attend meetings in that capacity. 
 
John Russell has been appointed as Acting Head of Mental Health for West Dunbartonshire 
CHP and will become Head of Mental Health, Learning Disabilities and Addictions with effect 
from 1st April 2008 and will attend meetings in that capacity. 
 
Susanna McCorry Rice has been appointed as Head of Mental Health and Partnerships to 
Inverclyde CHP and will represent the CHP on the Committee.  

  
Service User Representatives 
  
2. There was discussion at the last meeting on the provision within the Constitution for a single 

representative of a voluntary organisation whose activities relate to the objectives of the MHP.  
It was the view of the Committee that a cohort of three representatives should be invited to 
participate in the work of the committee and that the concept of a member or members 
"buddying" with user representatives to support them in contributing to the work of the 
committee should be pursued.   

  
3. The Mental Health Partnership engages with a number of user groups and has provided a right 

of attendance and participation in the meetings of the Senior Management Team and various 
strategy groups.  This representation has been provided mainly by ACUMEN and the Mental 
Health Network.   Initial thought in relation to the Partnership Committee was to invite the 
relevant Associations of Mental Health which tend to be based upon local authority areas e.g. 
Glasgow Association for Mental Health.  This may, however, not provide a breadth of views 
across the various organisations that represent mental health users and carers or represent 
local carer and user networks.   We are therefore in the process of inviting the 10 Heads of 
Mental Health (or equivalent) and appropriate General Managers to identify appropriate groups 
with a view to them nominating one each who they can link with in terms of the work of the 
Committee.  Once we have established these links, it would be the intention (with the 
committee's agreement) to use this group to nominate approximately three of their number who 
can for a period be representatives on the committee.  This approach will allow managers to 
maintain close links with the various voluntary groups and to provide support to those who 
serve on the committee.   

  
4. The views of the committee on this approach are sought and if acceptable, it would be the 

intention to seek an appropriate amendment to the committee's Standing Orders which govern 
membership.   

 


